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	1
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	15-16.08.2016
Training  Day and Practice Race

Slovak Nation is back to EUROSAF venue with Laser Radial sailor Patrik Melis presenting his country. In 2016 venue was moved from Brest (FRA) to Neusiedler am Sea (AUT). On Day 1 we have successfully arrived to the venue, passed registration and measurement. Wind conditions didn't allow to practice in the evening, so we decided to drive back and have a rest.
Day 2 started with coach and sailors briefing, practice raced was postponed due to unstable and light wind. We have had a short session afloat to familiarize with wind and location. Race office announced a change: Laser Radial boys and girls will start at once and sail the same course, only scoring will be kept separate. Day 2 was closed with Opening ceremony and dinner for sailors.
Tomorrow is a first race day with forecast looking far better than today, race office is planning 3 races. 
	17.08.201
Race Day 1
Our day started with coach meeting at 9:30am‎ where Rule 44.1 amendment was explained and all coaches informed that race office is planning 4 races for the day.
Fresh 7-8ms breeze welcomed us at race course. Wind was shifty and gusty made interesting and fast changing. Patrik had a good start, but shift did not play to his favor and rounded mark 15. Good speed downwind and right choice of leeward gate opened opportunity for recovery‎. Patrik gained 3 places and on a last reach another 2. Overall coming at 10 place.
Race 2 was full of surprises, leaders were changing from top to bottom.‎ Patrik kept his nerves cool and worked well on shifts and wind pressure points which lead to 4 place overall and second from boys.
Race ‎ 3‎: AP was up for 1 hour, R 3 finished, Pato was 1 mark 11, 2nd 14, 3rd 10, 2nd 6, 3rd 7 and finish at 7 place, it was nerve breaking race, Pato did very well, we waiting for 4th race
Race 4: Laser Radial fleet started after AP flag recalls, wind was shifting about 40 degrees every 10-15min‎. Partik had a start on the other side of the fleet with GER and GRR sailors and kept his plan going through the right side which led him taking mark at 3rd place, during downwind leg he sustained his place started second beat with leaders. Hi risk strategy from ITA and GER sailor paid back and Patrik rounded mark and finished the race at respectful 5th place
Overall after 4 races Patrik is at 5th place, but protests are still ongoing so official results were not released yet

	18.08.2016
Race Day 2

This morning official results were available, Patrik is at a 4th place. This is the best result for Laser team so far!
Race Day 2: after 4 races held yesterday, sailors were heading to water with aim to complete 3 races. Wind ‎hasn't moved to South, it brought unstable light sailing conditions. Race office decided to postpone start of the race and wait until wind picks up. AP was dropped at 1:30 and sailors went for sailing.
Race 5:
‎Race started with general recall where wind dropped, wind shifted to right and race was postponed once again. Pato came at 9 place, rope of toe strap went off, had to fix it during the race it cost him hard lesson and 5 places.
‎Race 6: is finished, we managed to come ashore before the storm, Pato is safe and happy. Finally we rounded 1st mark at 1st place, but leaders are very fast, Pato arrived at 5 place, I was pleased to see that he addressed mistakes from the first race and close the day with a smile.
After 6 races Patrik has kept 4th place, tomorrow is a 3rd day of the venue and forecast promising 1-2ms and rain :)
											19.08.2016
Race Day 3

In the morning wind was light and unstable, race office decided postpone races to afternoon. ‎After long day ashore and storm forming on SE side of the lake, races were postponed to the next day. Slovakia team is at 7th place out of 10 nations for Nations Trophy, results are preliminary.

Tomorrow is a last racing day before the medal race which will take place on Sunday. Only 8th sailors will be selected to sail medal race. Patrik is at 4th position after 6 races





	20.08.2016
Race Day 4

The 4th race started with heated debate regarding Medal race. The race committee proposed to have only 4 sailors sailing from each class taking part in medal race. Many coaches did not agree with proposed argue that more sailors should be chosen. Also, race office was not tech ready to have separate courses for medal race splitting girls and boys, therefore decision was put for coach votes. Races will continue during Sunday as normal and there will be no medal race.

After coach meeting AP was hosted. More wind was expected in the afternoon.‎ 7th race started with 4-6ms SE wind, stable with oscillating shifts 5-10 degrees. Pato 7th race finished 9th and 8th race came at 7th place. Main competitors from GER received OSC, AUT picked up pace and ITA has made good races too. 3rd race brought a lot drama with wind moving far to right and shortly coming back to far left. Wind dropped during mid race to 2ms and picked up again to 5ms, fleet leaders have changed many times, Patrik came at 9th place. 

After 3 days racing and 9 races complete Patrik is at 5th place. Tomorrow's forecast more wind and rain, race office plan to run only one race for lasers

	21.08.2016

Race Day 5 

The last day of racing; cloudy, rain, low pressure, not the best to start a day at 6am. ‎Start was planned at 10am, but pressure hasn’t built as expected from the morning. AP was raised again. 
We headed to start at.......... situation on water was very tense, Patrik and sailors from GER, ITA, AUT were have 1 point deference and last is a decider for places from 4 to 7. 

Two general recalls and two laser boats capsize right after the stating signal in front of leaders brought some color to the race. Wind build up to 12-14 ms‎ with steady direction from NW. 
Patrik started in the middle fleet with space for long starboard led‎, AUT gain lead due to ITA guy missing mark, German was neck to neck with Patrik. Leaders managed to escape downwind and it was hard to gain during the second beat. Patrik came 9, this secured 7th place between boys and 6th place overall. This is very good result for Slovakia which established position next to leading countries GBR, ITA and Germany. In the Nations Trophy venue Slovakia with one sailor secured 7th place from 10 nations.

Next year EUROSAF Youth European Championship will take place in Murcia, ‎Spain
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